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divided into communities. Religious differences
were non-existent, and we were hardly conscious
of any other fact than that we were Indians.
Perhaps even that is not true, for there were
Singalese, Burmese and Chinese visitors who fitted
into us as if they were also Indians. Only the
presence of the white man in our midst was notice-
able, so that colour was the deciding factor. That
was the outlook of the generation which was up at
Oxford at that time. It made me realise then that
religion was not going to stand in the way of the
younger generation and that in the India of to-
morrow it would not be the vital issue which it
is to-day.
It is one of the proud boasts of the British that
they have preserved the various religions of India,
and allowed them to remain untouched by icono-
clasts. This may be a good thing, but in preserving-
religion, they have also preserved religious preju-
dices which would have long disappeared in a self-
governing India, and without which my country
would be much happier. When any legislation is
proposed which directly or indirectly affects any
aspect of an orthodox religion, the Government of
India has always been very reluctant to support
such legislation. On the contrary, they are eager
to side with die-hards who want no changes and to
whom the status quo is a sort of obsession. So at
the time of the Child Marriage Bill, the chief obs-